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How to talk to sinners
Colossians 4:5,6
Location & date used:  Agape’ -  March 9, 2008
Focus: God will provide the opportunity & the ability if we will supply the body
Introduction: 

· Our 1st goal: Agape’ Love for all – “I love you too much to let you go to hell”

· Wednesday night we discussed “When do I start” & recounted Jesus in Lu 3:23 @ age 30

· If it is time to start, HOW do I do it? Cf. Lu 3:10,12,14 “What should WE do?”

· Colossians 4:5 supposes that there WILL be opportunities! We are to make the most of them.
· We are to be WISE & avoid reproach on us, our church, on Christ & Christianity (Albert Barnes)

1. They judge Christ not upon profession but upon the LIVES of professors

2. Not from books, or from the Founder or apostles but what they SEE in us every day

3. They understand the nature to the point that they know inconsistencies in us

4. They value honesty & integrity above doctrine & duties

5. No one can serve others who has not lived with integrity himself

6. No one will want to serve others if his own life is not upright
· We must pray for each other (v.4) that we may “proclaim [the Word] clearly, as [we] should”
I. Our conversation should always be full of grace
A. We should speak of grace
1. Always testify of HOW we were forgiven & set free
2. To other Christians, we teach grace to encourage them

B. We should speak with grace

1. The real issue is to demonstrate grace in our lives & conversation
2. We speak truth, faithfulness, sincerity, love, in a cheerful, pleasant, & courteous way

II. Our conversation should be seasoned with salt
A. Makes food savory & desirable

1. Salt is not very tasty by its self but it makes other foods more tasty & palatable

2. We should speak (& live) so that everyone LIKES to be around us

B. Restrains decay & corruption

1. The conversation of worldly people today is vulgar & X-rated

2. Our conversation should be pure & clean & be example for others

C. Melts frozen things

1. Men’s hearts are cold and hard

2. But the Holy Spirit, working through our conversation (life) can melt & make soft)

D. Makes thirsty
1. Proverb of can’t make a horse drink is FALSE – take him by a salt lick first!

2. Our lives (conversation) should make others thirsty for what we have – water of life

E. HOW? Relevant & interesting; quick to hear & slow to speak (James 1:19)

James 1:19  My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry

Our conversation should provide answers

F. We must strive to communicate (2-way) not “tell” (1-way)

1. Sometimes people only want to tell their story & have someone actually LISTEN!

2. I get really uncomfortable with someone who TALKS but will not listen

G. The word “answer” assumes a question (slow to speak)
1. We should NOT be “force-feeding” the Gospel to others before they ask

2. We must allow the sinner to tell about themselves (their hurts & their failures)

3. When they admit that they are desperate, they will RECEIVE our answer

H. When they ASK (1Peter 3:15)

1Peter 3:15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
1. Peter said we must FIRST “set apart Christ as Lord [in OUR hearts]” (sanctify)

2. This is how to “Always be prepared” – We have made Christ a part of our heart (& life)

3. THEN, they will recognize that we have HOPE when they do not (in similar situations)

4. They will then ASK you WHY (the reason)..

5. We must remember to respond “with gentleness & respect” (full of grace, Col 4:6)

I. We have answers to the important things (Lu 2:46,47)
1. Some times we will NOT be the most “enlightened” person in the room <grin>

2. In those cases, we will do well to LISTEN & LEARN (Lu. 2:46, Jesus) (helps when we speak)

Luke 2:46,47  After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47  Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.
3. But in the case of SPIRITUAL issues (truly important), by GRACE, we WILL have answers

4. If we do not, we will have the grace to say, “I don’t know but I will try to find out & get back to you.”

Conclusion: 2Cor 5:19  God … has committed to us the message of reconciliation.

· If we will supply the ENTITY (person), God will provide ability & the opportunity

· Grace is not what you do but God doing something through you
· We are to provide the salt to make sinners DESIRE the water of life


