AF-08-02-24 © Ray Waldo, 2008 -  NO COMMERCIAL USE ALLOWED - OK to use in Christian Ministry if proper credit is given. Unless otherwise noted, all quotations of the Bible are from the New International Version (NIV)  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society

Title: What I need
Ref: 2Co 6:1,2
Summary: I continue to need God’s grace in order to be His fellow worker
Author: Ray Waldo

Date: February 24, 2008
Published by Bishop Ray Waldo, 50486 Lester Lane, Loranger, LA 70446, USA

© Ray Waldo, 2007  - NO COMMERCIAL USE ALLOWED 

You may use this material in your study and/or preaching /teaching as long as it is used in a positive manner to help share the gospel of Jesus Christ. Appropriate credit should be given to the author if you quote a significant portion of the material.

You may NOT use any of this material in a commercial publication (in any form) without prior approval by the copyright holder. This is meant to be a common sense copyright. It means that you may not profit financially from my work. 

You are hereby granted the right to distribute copies this material (either in print or digital form) if no charges are made for its use and if the material is distributed as a complete and unaltered document – including this notice. If you add your commentary, please use a separate document that you distribute with this material. All other rights reserved.

----------------------------

If LEGAL questions arise, then the answer is that all works by this author are created under the Creative Commons License.




All Content by Ray Waldo is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 United States License.
Unless otherwise noted, all quotations of the Bible are from the New International Version (NIV)  

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society 

Subscribe to the Chief Shepherd Blog to receive automatic notices of the publication of these outlines & other resources.
Click on the link or browse to: http://www.feedburner.com/fb/a/emailverifySubmit?feedId=1574797&amp;loc=en_US

What I Need
2 Corinthians 6:1,2
1Co 6:1,2 As God’s fellow-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.  2  For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.

Location & date used:  Agape’ -  February 24, 2008
Focus: I continue to need God’s grace in order to be His fellow worker
Introduction: 

· Many use this verse to tell sinners that TODAY is the day they should accept Christ

· That is true, but the verse actually refers to Is 49:8, spoken (in prophecy) to the Messiah 
Is 48:8 This is what the LORD says: "In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you;
· But the time is NOW and the present message is written TO US (v.2b)
· This Scripture assumes that we are already born again
· Written to the CHURCH in Corinth

· We were told (cpt 5) that we are now, new creatures
· Therefore, we should not receive God’s grace “in vain”

· From this point on, we are to put God’s grace to USE
I. God’s FAVOR
A. God’s favor: In the KJV, the word is “accepted” 
1. God “accepts”; offers His grace; gives His “favor” to us

2. This is INDEED “What I Need”

B. In this special time God HEARS us (1Co 10:13)
1. Of course, God  ALWAYS  HEARS  OUR  PRAYERS
2. But the word [1873] means, “to hear with favor, grant one's request”

3. He is SENSITIVE to our situation & wants to help us survive & thrive (1Co 10:13)

4. This is a SPECIAL time with LIMITS
C. It is only available for a limited period of “time” (Ge 6:8)
1. Greek word [2540] “a fixed and definite time, the time when things are brought to crisis, the decisive epoch waited for”
2. God has always extended His grace to mankind (Gen 6:8, “Noah found favor [KJV, grace] in the eyes of the Lord”)
3. But there are times of special “favor” from God – these are ONLY available for a time

D. What I need is God’s grace & FAVOR!

God’s SALVATION
E. Most of us are confident that we understand the word, “salvation”
F. But the word means much MORE than our rebirth
G. This is “deliverance”

1. Not a “deliverance ministry” – casting demons out of every thing that moves (or doesn’t)

2. Greek: [4991] “deliverance from the molestation of enemies”

H. The work of God that supports the Christian today (Ac 17:28; Ro 8:28; 2Cor 9:8)
Acts 17:28  ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’

Romans 8:28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

2 Corinthians 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

I. This “salvation” (deliverance) is ONLY available in the “time of God’s favor”
J. That time is NOW!

1. God has always granted His grace but NOW offers His SPECIAL FAVOR!

2. God is offering you the “deliverance from the molestation of [your] enemies”

K. And in this “DAY of salvation” God promises to HELP !!

L. What I need is God’s SALVATION (deliverance/help)!

II. God’s WORK

A. What could easily be overlooked here is the relationship to WORK
1. Verse one, “As… workers” these things are important for us

2. The general meaning seems to be, “As WORKERS, we NOW need God’s favor”
B. The special, limited time FAVOR is to WORKERS

1. Not that others do not need His grace, but that this PARTICULAR FAVOR is designed to serve God’s WORKERS
2. As workers, we can EXPECT the “molestation of enemies”
3. But “in the time of [God’s] favor [He hears us] & helps those who WORK in His kingdom
C. These are FELLOW WORKERS with God

1. The work is God’s but we serve WITH Him (under His command)
2. Chapter 5:11, “Since… we… fear the Lord, we try to persuade men”

3. In 5:19, “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ…. And he has committed to us the MESSAGE of reconciliation”
4. Then in 5:20, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.”

D. What EVERYONE who works in the Kingdom of God NEEDS is God’s favor & help

Conclusion: As workers with God, we can be assured that HE will help us
· In FAVOR, He HEARS our prayer – knows our trouble even BEFORE we pray
· In SALVATION (deliverance), He HELPS us

· NOW is the time of God’s favor


