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Where are the Treasures?
Matthew 13:52
Location & date used:  Agape’ -  February 10, 2008
Focus: We bring treasures (people) into the kingdom
Introduction: 

· This Scripture has plagued many scholars throughout the years – what does it mean?
· To understand the parable, one must read the entire story (chapter)

· Other parables: sower & 4 types of soil; weeds with wheat; mustard seed & yeast; treasure in a field & fine pearls; net & all kinds of fish

· Surely, the entire story is about the growth of the kingdom of God on earth

I. Our ENEMY steals God’s treasures
A. Some question whether a loving God would send His creation to hell?
B. The answer lies in the UNDERSTANDING that GOD does not create sinners

1. God creates (plants) good seed

2. He offers but each of us chooses

C. The enemy (satan) is a THIEF who has come to steal, kill & destroy (Jn 10:10)

John 10:10,11a The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  "I am the good shepherd

D. God is not willing that anyone should go to hell – much less send them (2Pe 3:9)

2Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
II. Our SAVIOR redeems His treasures
A. His mission on earth – (Jn 10:10b; Lu 19:10)

1. Come to provide life – to the full

Luke 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."
2. Come to seek & to save the lost

B. He demonstrated His love for/to us (1Jn 3:16;4:9)
1John 3:16  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

1 John 4:9  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.
III. WE locate new treasures

A. The only question Jesus asked was, “Do you understand these things?” (13:51)
1. Understanding was the thing that was LACKING for the seed along the path (19)

2. If we do not understand, the devil “snatches away what was sown in his heart” 

B. With blessing (vv. 11 & 16) comes responsibility: “therefore…” (v.52)

1. The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you (11)

2. Blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear” (16)

C. We are to bring in new people so that Christ can redeem them

D. This is consistent with the first of our major goals for 2008 – agape’ love

Conclusion & Summary: 

When we gather at church, are we there for the fellowship, the worship, the teaching/preaching or what? Certainly some people go to church just for the social recognition. Others want to absolve themselves of their guilt. Many of us ("righteous" church-goers) have a different approach: We feel all the pressures of life throughout the week and we are looking for a "sanctuary" from Satan. The church certainly IS that! In the Pentecostal churches, we often walk in the door with a "I need a blessing" prayer on our lips.

But what we really need to ask ourselves is, "What does GOD expect of us as we gather for church?" What is it really all about?

The bishop of the United Brethren wrote an article on his blog about the REAL mission of the church. He posed the question, "What If Church is Really About the Lost?" He quoted Spurgeon...

Oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ, if sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to hell over our bodies; and if they will perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees, imploring them to stay, and not madly to destroy themselves. If hell must be filled, at least let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, and let not one go there unwarned and unprayed for.                                    C.H. Spurgeon, "The Wailing of Risca" 

That quote caught my attention! That kind of attitude is not as common as it once was nor as common as it SHOULD be today!
We are the woman who mixed a little yeast into a large amount of flour or the man who planted a small mustard seed in his field. We are the ones who DISCOVER the hidden treasure in a field or the fine pearl that our Master seeks. We bring them to Him and he redeems them (sold all he had & bought it.)
Spurgeon continued his sermon with a call to parents: 

"...let not another hour pass over your head, when you have reached home, before you have freed your conscience of the blood of your children's souls. Gather them together around you this afternoon, and say to them... 'My dear children, I cannot help telling you... I am anxious that God's Holy Spirit should graciously lead you to repent of sin and seek a Saviour.'"

To which I can only suggest... Maybe waiting even until one reaches home may be too late. Why not warn someone right this instant?

